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PKES 1 DENT'S  ADDKESS.* 

Saiimol  G.  Dixon,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Sc.  D., 
HaiTisburg. 

This  year  is  probaltly  to  be  a portentous  one  in  the  history'  of  the 
medical  world;  one  in  which  onr  society,  in  coininou  Avith  the  whole 
medical  profession  in  this  country,  will  be  much  handicapped  because 
of  the  loss  D-om  liome  of  our  men  who  offered  their  uu<iualified  ser- 
vices and  were  accepti^l  and  sent  abroad,  before  our  home  army  had 
made  known  the  char.M-ter  of  the  medical  talent  that  would  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  up  basic  supply. 

A great  responsibility  rests  on  the  home  army  to  produce  and  at 
the  same  time  retain  our  ability  to  continue  producing  more  than 
ever  before  those  things  essential  for  our  own  sustenance  and  to  sus- 
tain the  lightei-s  at  the  front.  This  means  that  we  must  have  intel- 
ligent and  vigilant  medical  Avork  continued  in  this  great  Common- 
vvcalth  of  ours  as  Avell  as  behind  the  trenches. 

Pennsylvania  has  not  been  rich  in  medical  men.  In  fact  before 
this  cruel  war  was  dreamed  of  by  the  masses  of  the  civilized  Avorld, 
we  were  feeling  our  proAerty.  For  several  years  the  Department  of 
Health  has  been  receiving  reipiests  from  communities  throughout  the 
State  asking  for  resident  physicians.  Some  of  the  letters  contain 
statements  that  the  Avriters  represent  intelligent  rural  communities 
Avith  sufficient  means  to  j>ay  for  medical  service.  AVe  haA'e  not  been 
able  to  supply  the  demand. 

Today  we  are  also  suffering  in  our  grcmt  centers  of  ]to])ulation,^ 
as  well  as  in  outlying  districts,  and  even  our  medical  charity  work  in 
hospitals  situated  near  the  great  munition  plants  is  suffering  because 
its  medical  equipment  has  bc^n  curtailed  by  the  war. 

We  cannot  imagine  Avhat  a sad  thing  it  Avould  be  for  those  at  the 
front  if  our  munition  works  had  to  be  closeil  for  any  nmson  whatso- 
ever. It  is  our  problem  to  see  that  their  work  is  not  curtailed  f>r 

*Reiul  b.T  Dr.  John  B.  McAlister  at  the  General  Meeting  of  tlie  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Pittsburgh  Session,  September  25,  1917. 
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slopped  because  of  epidemics  of  disease,  and  insufficient  medical  at- 
tention. Of  course,  tlie  philanthropic  sjdrit  of  our  medical  men  will 
not  permit  us  to  anticipate  such  a disaster,  somehow  we  will  j)revent 
it,  hut  the  illustration  may  serve  the  point  1 wish  to  bring  out; 
namely,  the  necessity  that  the  military  army  and  the  home  army 
which  must  furni.sh  it  the  necessary  s\ippli(*s,  must  work  together, 
and  in  so  doing  we  must  disti-ihute  our  medical  talent  where  it  can 
acconi])lish  the  greatest  good  with  the  least  danger  to  either  arm 
of  our  national  strength. 

Uj)  to  the  ]iresent  time  1 feel  that  the  tighting  front  has  made  ap- 
plication of  our  most  precious  metal  where  others  less  vital  to  the  in- 
tei-ests  of  our  (Commonwealth  could  hav(‘  answ(‘red  the  call.  T do 
not  mean  to  iiii])ly  that  this  is  an  e.xtreme  condition,  or  one  which 
may  continue,  hut  it  aiijtears  c(‘rtain  that  thus  far  there  has  not 
been  a nice  adjustment  of  our  medical  resoiu-ces  between  the  two 
great  foi-ces  which  must  he  ecpially  comserved. 

The  powerful  military  organization  of  our  govcM’ument  will  care  for 
tho.s(‘  who  are  tighting  our  battles  in  ICurojie,  we  at  home  have  on  our 
hands  the  lives  and  health  of  our  eight  million  citiz(‘ns  scattered  over 
the  forty-five  thousand  square  miles  of  territory  of  our  great  ('om- 
monwealth.  AVe  have  found  it  a formidable  task  in  time  of  i»eace, 
and  now  in  tinu'  of  war,  with  our  medical  forces  so  greatly  dejileted, 
it  is  jdain  that  we  must  tind  a way  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  those 
who  are  left  and  gradually  to  ri'cruit  our  numerical  losses.  These 
])rohlems  must  he  considered  by  tin*  .Metlical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  the  State  Pnreau  of  Aledical  Education  ami  Licen- 
sure, and  by  our  great  medical  educational  institutions.  They  are  so 
essential  to  riunforce  our  medical  wants  that  I urge  you  to  refer  the 
subji'cts  to  a proi»er  conunittei'  to  consider  and  rejiort  on  a method 
b(‘st  to  accomiilisli  the  object. 

It  should  be  tin*  spi'cial  aim  of  this  socii'ty  to  usi*  its  influence  and 
its  knowledgi*  of  conditions  thionghout  the  State*  to  secure  an  eipiit- 
able  distribution  between  those  who  are  to  go  and  tho.se  who  are  to 
i-emain,  that  no  district  should  be  left  entirely  unpi-otected,  and  that 
everywhere  some  one  who  has  attained  ]iromin(‘iice  in  our  profession 
might  be  reached  as  a consultant  in  s(>rious  need.  In  this  work  the 
comity  societies,  having  yi‘t  a more  intimate  knowledge  of  local  con- 
ditions. should  join,  and  the  State  and  county  should  act  in  har- 
monious conjunction  with  those  s]x*cial  bodies  created  by  our  Presi- 
dent and  (Jovernor  to  ]iass  on  ([uestions  involving  which  ones  should 
b(>  taken. 

In  order  that  the  imnu'diate  jiroblems  which  confront  onr  soci(‘ty 
may  be  met,  and  its  necessary  activities  sustaiii(*d,  we  certainly  mn.st 
have  an  endowment  ftind,  or  a fund  ])(*rhaj»s  with  a title  more  libeml 
than  that  of  endowment.  Em(>rgencies  might  demand  spending  from 
tin*  |trinci]tal  as  w(*ll  as  the  int(*r<‘st.  and,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  power  to  decide  on  the  sjienditig  of  tin*  money  should  be  left, 
with  the  jiroper  commiftei*  of  our  society  in  charge  of  such  work. 

Perhajis  we  must  have  more  go\ernment  aid  satisfactorily  to  fill 
the  demand  that  is  being  juit  on  us.  AA’heti  the  poor  man  knocks  at 
the  door  of  our  modernly  educated  physician,  who,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  there  and  answer,  must  siqiport  himself  and  pc'rhaiis  his 


family,  he  brings  Avitli  him  a question  which  will  perplex  the  individ- 
ual practitioner.  The  call  must  be  answered,  perhaps  not  only  for 
the  need  of  him  who  knocks,  but  the  welfare  of  the  community  may 
be  in  jeopardy. 

The  growtli  of  our  great  industries  and  the  congestion  of  our  jiopn- 
lation  in  great  centers  have  largely  increased  such  calls  on  the  practi- 
tioner, and  the  war  may  add  many  more,  so  that  it  is  a condition 
that  demands  onr  consideratio]i ; on  the  other  hand,  while  our  aovern- 
ment  may  aid,  it  cannot  provide  sncli  fees  as  tlie  modern  medical  man 
is  accustomed  to  receive  from  his  well-to-do  patients  and  wliicli.  as 
a matter  of  fact,  the  cost  of  his  education  and  the  standard  of  living 
which  he  is  expected  to  keep  up  fully  justify. 

The  young  man  wiio  contemplates  entering  on  a medical  training, 
especially  in  times  such  as  these,  must  not  deceive  liimself  by  imag- 
ining that  his  path  will  be  strewn  witli  gold;  If  he  has  any  such  delu- 
sions and  feels  that  financial  sxiccess  will  be  essential  to  liis  hai)piness, 
he  had  better  find  some  other  profession  or  business  for  liis  life  work. 

Our  Bureau  of  Medical  Education  and  Licensure  miglit  consider 
leaving  off  some  of  the  frills  of  our  educational  requirements,  at  least 
during  this  time  of  emergency.  For  instance,  even  before  the  war 
w^e  found  very  little  necessity  for  our  practicing  physicians  to  l»c 
versed  in  modern  languages.  There  was  so  much  medical  litei-ature 
coming  from  the  great  educational  centers  of  the  world  that  trained 
linguists  found  it  profitable  to  translate  them  'svitii  all  their  medical 
idioms,  with  the  result  that  there  is  open  to  every  physician  an  up-to- 
. date  library  of  translations  far  more  dependable,  tlian  even  witli  the 
requii-ed  education  in  modern  languages,  tliey  cotild  possibly  ever 
hope  to  Iiave  obtained  by  reading  these  various  productions  in  their 
original  tongues. 

Our  medical  educational  institutions  miglit  materially  assist  in 
the  recruiting  of  emln-yonic  medical  men  to  fill  hereafter  onr  broken 
ranks  by  modifying  our  present  standards  for  admission  to  the  medi- 
cal scliools.  It  lias  always  been  a question  with  me  whether  or  not 
onr  standard  is  too  liigh.  1 believe  we  may  be  ju-eventing  main' 
geniuses  from  entering  the  ranks  of  our  profession.  Tlie  elder  dross 
many  years  ago  was  called  on  to  speak  to  the  trustees  of  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  in  regard  to  raising  the  standard  for  admission  to 
that  school.  In  his  address  he  asked  them  what  would  have  become 
of  him  had  such  a standard  for  admission  as  Avas  then  being  con- 
sidered been  in  vogue  in  his  day. 

It  Ave  look  around  over  the  medical  and  other  ]irofessions,  Ave  fiml 
that  those  avIio  lun'e  risen  highest  were  not  born  Avith  gokl  syioons- 
in  their  months  and  had  unlimited  assistance  of  tutors  to  help  them 
through  their  course  in  medicine,  law,  or  Avhatever  their  chosen  uro- 
fession  might  luu'e  been,  but  rather  men  who  haA'e  had  the  advantage 
and  disadvantage  of  a x>i‘:iC‘tical  education,  seasoned  Avith  hardships 
and  acconqilished  by  the  stress  of  their  oAvn  determination.  To  many 
of  these,  like  Gross,  the  doors  of  our  modern  institutions  Avould  be 
closed. 

If  modern  medicine  is  to  advance  during  the  neAV  year  as  it  has 
in  the  recent  past,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  gOA'ernment  may  find  it 
necessary  to  form  a little  medical  army  of  civil  physicians  to  serve 
the  general  public.  With  the  tremendous  task  now  facing  onr  nation,. 
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it  is  more  11i:m  ever  necessary  lliat  both  oiir  military  and  our  indus- 
trial armies  be  i)rotected  fi-om  communicable  disease.  As  a measure 
of  ])reparedness  this  is  below  and  at  the  foundation  of  our  national 
endeavor. 

Scientific  medicine  had  advajiced  to  a high  standard,  and  now  with 
the  stimulus  of  necessity  great  achievements  are  jfossible,  not  onlv  in 
diagnosing  and  treating,  but  also  in  preventing  di.sease. 

Ao  doubt  there  are  many  other  imi)ortant  mattei-s  which  misrht  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  this  society,  if  it  were  not  tliat  the  nublic 
miml  is  at  the  present  'time  drawn  to  the  one  great  national  crisis 
into  whicli  we  have  been  thrown.  There  is  no  hope  that  the  coming 
year  will  bring  ns  back  to  the  ordinary  intei'ests  of  peace,  thei'cfore, 
in  order  that  we  may  not  be  confused,  feeling  fully  convinced  that  the 
present  great  issue  will  need  all  onr  efforts  during  the  coming  vear, 
1 leave  those  other  matters  to  future  ])resid(“iits  who  may  assume  this 
honorable  chair  when  we  are  no  longer  at  war. 

The  society  lias  been  from  early  years  identitied  with  all  that  is 
noble  in  the  history  of  medicine.  We,  have  fought  battles  lor  manv 
a good  cause  and  we  have  been  vigorous  in  our  prosecut ion  of  scien- 
titic  investigation  and  education. 

Tlrere  is  not  a State  wliich  can  boast  of  higher  medical  standards 
than  I’ennsylvan ia,  and  we  slionid  Ix^  jiroml  that  onr  membei'shin 
is  fnitilling  the  tiaidition  of  service  and  sacrifice,  as  it  has  done 
through  all  the  years,  .so  that  rennsylvania’s  contribution  to  the  Na- 
tional cause  along  medical  lines  may  1h“  as  signilicant  and  valuable 
as  it  has  been  in  the  ]>ast. 

I am  glad  of  having  ixxm  rixxigniziMl  by  tliose  working  with  me  in 
the  same  ]>rofession  and  hojic  to  be  alih*  to  lake  up  my  full  activiti(*s 
in  life  within  a very  short  time  and  e.xeix-ise  my  humble  ability  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  onr  society.  This,  however,  can  only  be  done  bv 
the  coojieration  of  its  immibers  and  with  the  hel])  ot  tin*  ofticcu’S  w'ho 
have  had  ])ractical  exjierimice  in  the  duties  1 take  n]i  with  this  meet- 
ing. for  they  are  the  best  judges  <d'  the  charactei-  ot  our  laboi-s. 
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Present  Organization  of  the  State  Department  of  Health. 

Notes  on  T.vphoid  Fever  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  Past  Nine  Years. 

Epidemic  of  Tnihoid  Fever  in  Skippackville  and  Vicinity. 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Antitoxin. 

Flies  as  a Factor  in  Infant  Mortality. 

Pennsylvania  Health  Legislation  of  1915. 

On  the  Medical  Inspection  of  469,000  School  Children  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Sanitary  Engineer  in  Public-  Health  Work. 

Quarantine  of  the  Home  as  Practised  by  the  Department  of  Health. 

An  Address  before  the  Pennsylvania  Water  Works  Association. 

An  Address  at  the  Laying  of  a Corner-Stone  in  Pittsburgh. 

Oil  the  Prevalence  of  Tj'phoid  Fever  in  Philadelphia  in  the  Autumn  of  1915. 


77. 

Jan., 

391G. 

The  rennsylvania  Department  of  Health  Exhibit  at  the  Panama-Paciftc 
1 ntemational  Exposition. 

78. 

Keb., 

March, 

lOlG. 

The  Sanitary  index.  A Method  of  Measuring  Public  Health  Work. 

79. 

lUlG. 

I‘roi)er  Housing  Means  Cleanline.ss.  An  Address  in  the  Conference  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Housing  and  Town-Planning  Association. 

80. 

April, 

lOlC. 

Pennsylvania  and  Her  Municipalitie.s.  An  Address  before  the  State  Asso* 
ciation  of  lloroughs. 

81. 

May, 

lOlG. 

The  Department  of  Health  Laboratory,  and  what  it  has  done  for  the  Physi- 
cian? of  the  Slate.  Uoad  before  the  Schuylkill  County  Sledical  Society. 

82. 

June, 

3916. 

Fifteen  Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

Sli. 

July, 

191G. 

Fifteen  Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

84. 

Aug., 

1910. 

Fifteen  Little  Talks  im  Health  an<l  Hygiene. 

8o. 

Sept., 

191G. 

Fifteen  Lillie  Talks  on  lleuUh  and  Hygiene. 

80. 

Oct., 

191G. 

Fifteen  Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

87. 

Nov., 

1910. 

Fifteen  Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

88. 

Dec., 

1910. 

Fifteen  Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

80. 

Jan., 

1917. 

Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

00. 

Feb., 

1917. 

Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

01. 

March, 

1917. 

Little  Talks  on  Health  and  Hygiene. 

02. 

April, 

1917. 

Little  Talks  on  Healtli  and  Hygiene. 

o:;. 

May. 

1917. 

I insects. 

94. 

June, 

1917. 

Typhoid  and  Typhophors. 

Oo. 

July. 

1917. 

infantile  Paraly.sis. 

00. 

Aug. , 

1917. 

Administration  in  Tyi)hoid  Epidemics,  as  carried  out  by  the  Penn.'^ylrania 
Stale  Department  of  Health. 

97. 

S<-pt., 

1P17 

Pennsylvania  Health  Legislation  <»f  1917. 

98. 

Oct., 

1917. 

President's  Address.  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society. 

NOTK 
bers : — 7 


: — Owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  sui>ply.  Kulletins  of  the  above  list  bearing  tlie  Bunx- 
, 0,  10,  ‘.V4,  oU,  40,  arc  no  longer  available  for  distributi<»n. 


